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Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Some time in the future     

Never     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 

1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues 
 

1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 

The Council has received a request from Aiken Promotions to re-consider its decision to 

restrict advanced approval to an annual basis for use of the great lawn at Botanic Gardens 

for a series of music events with attendances under 5,000 persons in the years 2021 and 

2022, to include set up and take down.   

 

Given previous queries raised by Members, Aiken Promotions has requested an 

opportunity to attend a meeting of the People and Communities Committee to enable them 

to respond directly to any queries raised, which was agreed in advance by the Chair and 

Vice Chair.   

2.0 Recommendation 
 

2.1 
 
 

Committee is asked to: 

 

 X 

 

 

 

 

X  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.3 
 

1. Grant authority to Aiken Promotion request: 

 

 for use of the great lawn at Botanic Gardens for a series of music events with 

attendances under 5,000 persons in the years 2021 and 2022 to include set up 

and take down. 

 

2. Grant authority to the Strategic Director of City and Neighbourhood Services, subject to 

satisfactory terms being agreed and on condition that: 

 

 the promoter resolves all operational issues to the Council’s satisfaction; 

 an appropriate legal agreement is completed, to be prepared by the City 

Solicitor; and 

 the promoter meets all statutory requirements of the Planning and Building 

Control Service including the terms and conditions of the park’s Entertainment 

Licence. 

 

To address concerns previously raised by Members, Officers are to ensure that the license 

agreement includes clauses that requires the promoter to: 

 

 Consider the genre of music as suitable for the urban environment; 

 Provide a plan which seeks to address and provides adequate welfare support, 

including links with other service providers, to deal with any potential underage 

drinking, should this be relevant to the event.  

 

The licence agreement will also include a review clause which allows for consideration of 

any issues both during the event and prior to any authorisation for the future year. 

 

3. Grant authority to the Strategic Director of City and Neighbourhood Services to 

negotiate an appropriate fee for the use of the facility taking into account the costs to 

Council, minimising negative impact on the immediate area but also the potential wider 

benefit to the City economy.  

3.0 Main Report 
 

 

 

3.1 

 

 

 
Key Issues 
 
Members are reminded that on 4th June 2019 a formal request was received by Aiken 

Promotions to host a series of music events during the month of June in the years 2020, 

2021 and 2022 in Botanic Gardens. 



3.2 

 

 

3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4 

 

 

 

3.5 

 

 

 

3.6 

 

 

 

3.7 

 

 

 

 

 

3.8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.9 

 

Members agreed to defer a decision and await a report concerning the music events in 

Botanic Gardens in June 2019.  

 

Members received a report on 6th August 2019 concerning the recent music events held in 

June 2019 in Botanic Gardens. Members agreed to defer a decision and requested 

confirmation concerning a number of issues; 

• Impact of underage drinking  

• Social clauses in License Agreements to support youth services 

• Charges for use of Council Services to Promotors during music events. 

• Option of reviewing 3 year contract on an annual basis.  

 

September Committee granted authority to Aiken Promotion for the use of the great lawn 

for a series of music events with attendances under 5,000 persons for last week in May 

and the month of June 2020 to include set up and take down. 

 

The promoter understands Committee have concerns with granting the use of the Great 

Lawn for 2021 and 2022.  The promoter has asked to attend the meeting to discuss these 

concerns. 

 

Members had previously received a copy of the annual programme of events for a ‘typical 

year’, and a copy of this is attached for Members’ information.  

 

Financial & Resource Implications 

The Strategic Director of City and Neighbourhood Services to negotiate an appropriate fee 

for the use of the facility taking into account the costs to Council, minimising negative 

impact on the immediate area but also the potential wider benefit to the City economy.   

The Strategic Director of City & Neighbourhood Services will authorise the relevant level of 

the necessary bond of intent and reinstatement bond. 

 

Staffing resources from our Open Space & Street Scene and Community Safety teams will 

be required to provide support around site management and issues in relation to maintaining 

a safer event (i.e. Alcohol enforcement / Safer Neighbourhood Officers).  Cost associated 

with this will be recouped as part of the agreed fee and used to offset gaps in service 

provision, which may be created in other parts of the city.  

 

Equality, Rural proofing or Good Relations Implications 

There are no equality, rural proofing or good relations issues associated with this report. 

 



 Appendices – Documents Attached 
 

 Appendix 1:  List of citywide events 2020 
 

 


